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Mooney Safety Foundation  
  
September 20, 2025  
For as long as the Mooney Safety Foundation 
has been established, it has offered a 
Scholarship to a second-year aviation 
student. We were first organized as the 
MAPA Safety Foundation and listed the 
scholarship in honor of Al and Art Mooney. 
We ask the students to submit an 
essay stating how their course 
of study will contribute to aviation safety. 
The application should include two letters of 
recommendation from other pilots or 
teachers, and a copy of the school transcript 
of their grades.  

This yearΩs 2025 Scholarship winner of 

$1,000 is Rhett Seymour from Corinth, Texas.  

Rhett is a Junior at Spartan College of Aeronautics 
and Technology in Tulsa, OK. He has a 
2.0 GPA and submitted a very nice essay and two 
letters of recommendation.  wƘŜǘǘΩǎ Ǉƛƭƻǘ 
accomplishments include Commercial Pilot SEL and 
Instrument rating. He is presently working on his 
multi engine rating and will use the scholarship 
funds to help pay for his multi engine check ride.  

We presented Rhett with a check for $1,000 
at Denton (DNT) airport on September 20, 2025.  

EOTL 
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You can also go to https://themooneyflyer.com/  and 
click on CFIS ς (located in the top menu).  

You can also click on the CFIs icon, found in the 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƳŜƴǳΦ 

   

 
 

 

 

  

CFIs can list their name and contact 
information on our website. To modify 
your current CFI listing, send an email to 
TheMooneyFlyer@gmail.com 

Be sure to include your home base and 
state. 
 

Need a Mooney CFI?  

to find one 

https://themooneyflyer.com/
mailto:TheMooneyFlyer@gmail.com
https://themooneyflyer.com/cfi.html
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My name is Matt .ŜȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ from Colorado. I own a Mooney Bravo and sometimes make some 

videos (probably for my own entertainment ꞌ ). I just posted this one, and it might be interesting 
for the Mooney folks with a fun silly problem of cup holders. I made a prototype that worked out 
great. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYjWxmYUziA 

Just thought it would be interesting, ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ꞌ  

Matt B 

After my post flight, when I noticed my stall trigger was missing, the first thing I did was message 
CAV, (the makers of the TKS), on Instagram. While I waited for a reply, I talked to my Mooney 
mechanic and he pretty much said what I feel everyone says now, and that is to contact LASAR for 
parts.  

I contacted LASAR, and a lady named Heather picked up the phone and asked what parts I needed. 
I gave her the part numbers, and she proceeded to quote me $4,800 and some change for the stall 
trigger and an additional $50 for the foam insert. I was completely blown away by the price! She 
proceeded to say that the piece is not hard to come by, but it will still take about 2-4 weeks to get 
me the piece. 

A few hours later, CAV messaged me and told me to call them. I called CAV and spoke to a man 
named Jeff Holden. I explained the issue to Jeff, and he pulled up the part I needed from his 
inventory and quoted me $1,500 WITH the foam insert. He said I can get the part in 1 day. I was 
completely blown away on the price difference compared to LASAR. I immediately ordered the part 
through CAV and sure enough, it was at my house the next day. 

 I cannot express how grateful I am for Jeff and the people at CAV for all their work to help me get 
up and running, with as little down time as possible! 
Patrick H 

 

LTE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYjWxmYUziA
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https://www.donmaxwell.com/  

https://www.donmaxwell.com/
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Fly, Fly, Fly and then Some 

Fly Your Airplane Often to Save Your Engine 

Airplane engines, like any mechanical system, thrive on 
consistent operation. While it may seem counterintuitive, one of 
the best ways to extend the life of your aircraft engine is to fly your airplane often. Inactivity can 
cause far more harm than regular flying ever will. 

The Trouble with Inactivity 

When a Mooney sits idle for long periods, internal engine components 
begin to suffer from disuse. Moisture and temperature 
changes inside the hangar or on the ramp cause 
condensation to form within the cylinders and crankcase. 
When left unchecked, that moisture leads to corrosion on 
cam lobes, valve lifters, and bearing surfaces. 

Over time, even light corrosion can weaken the metal and 
lead to early engine wear or a catastrophic failure. Engines 

that sit too long between flights often show these issues during routine 
inspections or oil analysisτsmall rust particles, pitting on the lifters, or 
discolored oil are telltale signs. 

The Benefits of Regular Flying 

Running the engine regularly brings the oil up to operating 
temperature, allowing it to circulate and coat all internal surfaces. Heat 
evaporates moisture and fuel residues that otherwise accumulate in a 
dormant engine. This lubrication and cleaning process is impossible to 
replicate without actually flying. 

Flying also keeps seals pliable, fuel lines clear, and electrical systems in 
good working order. Carburetors, magnetos, and fuel-injected systems 
all benefit from this exercise. In short, an active airplane is a healthy 
airplane. 

Recommended Flying Frequency 

Most maintenance experts suggest flying at 
least once every two weeks, though once a 
week is ideal. Each flight should be long 
enough for the oil to reach normal operating 
temperature τ typically a minimum of 60 
minutes in the air. Short engine runs on the 

ground may help circulate oil, but ground runs, if done too often, ŘƻƴΩǘ 
burn off moisture and can cause harm. 

 

Hand propping or taxiing 
around the airport does 
NOT do much for the 
long-term health of your 
engine. You should cruise 
for a minimum of 1 hour 
to burn out all the 
condensation. 

The top of your engine will 
be protected for about 36 
hours in the hangar. After 
that, there is little 
effective protection from 
rust. Adding CamGuard to 
your oil can increase this 
protection to about 512 
hours. In our estimation, 
CamGuard is well worth 
the money. 

Daily temperature swings 
increase the likelihood of 
water condensation in 
your engine, which will 
cause rust. This is more of 
an issue for Lycoming 
engines which have the 
Cam at the top of the 
engine. Continental Cams 
are bathed in oil at the 
bottom of your engine. 
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tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ²ƘŜƴ ¸ƻǳ /ŀƴΩǘ Cƭȅ 

If circumstances prevent regular flights, take steps to protect your engine: 

¶ Keep your fuel tanks full to reduce condensation. This will not affect your engine, but will 
reduce water condensation in your fuel tanks. 

¶ Use a desiccant plug or engine dehydrator to manage moisture inside the engine. 

¶ Change the oil more frequently, especially before storage. 

¶ Consider adding a corrosion-inhibiting oil additive. 

These steps buy some time, but they are no substitute for flying. 

The Bottom Line 

An airplane is designed to be flown, not stored. Frequent, properly executed flights keep the 
engine dry, lubricated, and performing at its best. Treat your aircraft to regular time in the sky, 
and your engine will reward you with smoother performance, fewer repairs, and a longer service 
life. 
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When planning an IFR flight, you find that the weather at your destination is marginal. Do you 
need to file an alternate? And if so, what are the weather minimums for your alternate airport? 

According to FAR 91.169, if the airport has an instrument approach and, if the weather at your 
destination from 1 hour before to 1 hour after your ETA isn't at least 2000 and 3, you will need to 
file an alternate. 

What kind of weather forecast does the ALTERNATE need? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selecting an 

IFR 

Alternate  

NOTE: Although LNAV/VNAV 
and LPV approach minimums 
approximate ILS approach 
minimums, they are still 
considered non -precision 
approaches and  are classified 
as an Approach with Vertical 
Guidance or APV. Therefore, if 
an alternate airport does not 
have a precision approach, 
such as an ILS or PAR, it must 
have, +1 hour of the ETA, a 
forecast of 800 & 2. 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-91/subpart-B/subject-group-ECFRef6e8c57f580cfd/section-91.169
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If the airport has nonstandard alternate 
minimums, you'll see a Triangle A 
symbol on the approach chart. You will 
need to look at the Chart Supplement 
or ForeFlight to find the nonstandard 
alternate minimums. 

 on an instrument approach 
plate means the airport is 

not authorized as an alternate.  

 

on an instrument approach plate means that 
either there are certain times when RDU is 

not authorized as an alternate airport, or the 
Standard 600-2 / 800-2 have been changed in 
some way.    

If you are 
using 

ForeFlight, to find the Alternate filing requirements for 
w5¦Σ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǘŀǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜέ ǘŀō 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀǇ ƻƴ ά!ǊǊƛǾŀƭΣέ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀǇ ƻƴ ά![¢9wb!¢9 
aLbLa¦a{Φέ 

If you are flying a Category D aircraft, the RDU alternate 
filing weather forecast minimums are increased to 800 and 2 ½.  

¶ CAT A aircraft have an approach speed of less than 91 kts.  

¶ CAT B aircraft have an approach speed of 91 kts or more, but less than 121 kts.  

¶ Therefore, in your CAT A or CAT B Mooney, a forecast of 600 and 2 will suffice in order to 
file RDU as an IFR alternate. 
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Why do some airports have non-standard minimums? 

¶ Terrain: The presence of mountains, obstacles, or other geographical considerations. 

¶ Weather Reporting: The airport may not have local weather reporting available, or its 
weather is not continuously monitored. 

¶ Control Tower Status: The minimums may be different when the control tower is closed. 

¶ Navigation Aids: When the navigation aid is not monitored or available for use as an 
alternate.  

Fuel Requirements (FAR 91.167) 
Day or night, you need enough fuel to:  
¶ Fly to your intended destination. 
¶ Fly from the destination to the alternate (if required). 
¶ Fly for an additional 45 minutes at normal cruise speed (minimum). 

 

It's Not Just About Weather 

There are other factors that you should include during your planning, such as: 
¶ ATC Services Available 
¶ Transportation 
¶ Lodging 
¶ Nearby Restaurants 
¶ FBO Services 
¶ Passenger Requirements 
¶ Maintenance 
¶ Runways and Conditions 

 

What if you need to Divert? 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ 
ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ not required to fly to your filed 
alternate. That alternate was filed on your IFR flight plan for planning 
purposes only. Once you're airborne, you can change your alternate. 

 

Fly Safe, Jim 
 

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-91/subpart-B/subject-group-ECFRef6e8c57f580cfd/section-91.167
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Plan Now to Become          

a Safer Pilot  in 202 6 
 

Learn more about attending a 
Mooney Pilot Proficiency 
Program (PPP) at 
MooneySafety.com  
 

You can also email WT Camp, 
wtcamp@hotmail.com or call 
Lela Hughes, 210-289-6939.                                             

Her at 830-315-8008 
 

Jan 30 ς Feb 1, Ocala, FL 
 
Apr 24 ς 26, Tucson, AZ 
 
Sep 18 ς 20, Manchester, NH  
 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

(Scroll down to the bottom of the page and                

click on a                         button)             

 

 

 

Mooney Safety 
Foundation has a 
newly designed web 
site. If you are 
interested in 
attending a PPP 
event, sign up as a 
FREE member. 

 

Oct TBD, Kerrville, TX 
(with MooneyMax) 

https://www.mooneysafety.com/
mailto:wtcamp@hotmail.com
https://www.mooneysafety.com/general-7
https://www.mooneysafety.com/general-7
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Donõt Miss an Opportunity 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ can look back on life and wish they had 
spent less time with the ones they love.  

My dad is my hero in every way. As a kid, he was larger than 
life to me. You name it τ in my eyes, he was and still is the 
ōŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘƻΦ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 

everything from him. How to build- out and finish a basement and fix 
just about anything around the house? Check. How to hunt/fish? Check. 
How to treat women? Check. He set an example by how he treated Mom and my sisters. How to 
love and serve God and Country? Check. Look up father, husband, or friend in an encyclopedia, 
and yoǳΩƭƭ see his picture. 

Maybe it was because I grew up on several Air Force bases, or perhaps Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ love of flying 
was genetically passed down to me, but I have wanted to fly as long as I have memories. When I 
was born, he was an instructor pilot in T-38s. Iƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ωтлǎ he flew C-130s out of the Philippines 
and Taiwan, thenΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΨулǎΣ ƘŜ ŦƭŜǿ HC-130s in Alaska. 

The only career I wanted was to be a pilot in the Air Force. However, like a lot of things in life, they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ aƛƴŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǿŀǎ пп ǘƘŀǘ 
I would find myself in the left seat of a Cherokee with the yoke in my hands. It was more fun than I 
dreamed it would be. 

That flight kicked off a series of calls in the next 6 months, where I would talk to my dad more 
frequently than any time since I moved out of the house at 19 years old. I tried to fly twice a week. 
After each flight, as soon as I got in the car, I called Dad and talked to him during the entire drive 
home. I would tell him about the flight, and he would tell me stories of when he was learning to fly 
and his days in the Air Force. It was a way of debriefing my flight and reminiscing on his life, all at 
the same time. 

Less than a month after my PPL checkride, with 49.9 hours in my logbook, I rented a Cherokee 
from the flight school and flew my two boys on a looooong 3.6-hour flight from Chino, CA (KCNO), 
to Chandler, AZ (KCHD). With a bit of a headwind and the speed of the Cherokee, we covered the 
distance at an average groundspeed of about 90 mph. If you count the time to get to the airport, 
get the plane, preflight, and fly there, I might have arrived at the same time if I drove, but that 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ L ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ǇǳǊǇƻse, and that was to take my dad on a flight. 

The landing at Chandler, after the longest flight of my short pilot life, came with the challenge of a 
gusty crosswind. The ATIS was reporting winds variable at 4 knots, but I was about to find out that 
was very outdated. On the first try, as I was approaching the end of the runway and getting ready 
to pull power, a gust of wind pushed us to the left, and it looked like we would miss the runway. I 
went full power, took out the third notch of flaps, and once we were climbing, I took out the 
second notch. By now I was about halfway down the runway and had some free brain cells, so I 
ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ the controller had already figured that out.  

LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŀƛƭ ƻƴ Y/I5 ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ DŀǘŜǿŀȅ, 
(now Mesa Gateway), ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ млΣлллΩ Ȅ мрлΩ ǊǳƴǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ 

Richard Brown 



The Mooney Flyer Volume 14 Number 12 December 2025 

Page 19 
 

and although I missed the centerline, we landed safely and taxied to transient parking. The flag at 
the base of the tower was standing straight outτa strong direct crosswind; clearly not 4 knots. 

The next day, on his 75th birthday, 
I took Dad and one of my sisters 
flying. We left Chandler and went 
over to Williams for a touch-and-go 
before heading back to Chandler. 
Dad spent three years back in the 
early 1970s at what was then 
Williams Air Force Base as an 
instructor pilot in T-38s. After the 
flight, I asked him what he thought. 
²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿŀǎ 
wondering if we were ever going to 
ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴǿŀȅΦέ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
how many landings he had in 3+ 
years as an instructor in T-38s, but 
the difference of 80 mph (69 kts) 
on final in a Cherokee vs. a T-оуΩǎ 
178 mph (155 kts) approach speed, 
must have felt like an eternity for 
Dad, even if it had been over 40 
years. 
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The next time I would take Dad flying was a little over a year later. This time, it was in our Mooney. 
The trip from Corona to Chandler was 2.4 hours with a headwindτclocking in 1.2 hours less than 
the first trip in the Cherokee. Dad and I flew up the Salt River over the lakes, making a turn at 
Roosevelt Lake and coming back over the Superstition Mountains. We had a great time flying 
along, as I talked about flights I had done in the past year, while dad reminisced about his time 
flying T-38s. It was a litǘƭŜ ōǳƳǇȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ YŀǘƘȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƳǇǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘȅΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƛǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ȅƻǳΦέ 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ у ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀŘΦ 
I have no idea where the time has gone. Since that flight, there have 
ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ пл ƳƻǊŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ !½ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƘƛƳ ǳǇΦ L 
added G5s and GPS to the plane, and he came out to the airport where I 
showed him how they work. He was amazed by all the data available 
and mentioned how that would have been nice to have when he was 

flying HC-130s all over Alaska from 1980-1984, with the 71st Air Rescue Squadron. However, we 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ Ŧƭȅing. I added a GFC 500 autopilot and told him all about the capabilities of it, but we 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ Ŧƭȅing. 
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Initially, it seemed that there was always a lot going on at their house when we visited, and with 
ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ п-5 years, every time I 
would ask if he wanted to go fly, he would say he wasƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ άƳŀȅōŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ, which has now 
progressed further. A few visits ago, he came out to the airport when we were leaving. Dad sat in 
the plane with me, and we took some pictures.  

A few weeks ago, marked 9 years to the day of that first flight with Dad in the Cherokee. He has 
recently mentioned in passing ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΦ 
IŀǾŜ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 5ŀŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΚ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ ²ƛƭƭ ƘŜ 
ŦŜŜƭ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΚ LŦ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΚ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ the 
answers to those questions. I do know I have missed probably at least 20 opportunities in the last 
8 years to take him flying. 

If I could roll back the clock, even during those summer visits when it was blazing 
hot outside and the air conditioning inside was nice, I would tell myself to just 
ǎǿŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ 5ŀŘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ άŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΦέ bƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻŎƪ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ L 
have taken someone flying. 

 

As always, thank you for taking the time to read. If there are things you would like 
me to write about (or not write about), or if you just want to say hello, drop me 
an email at richard@intothesky.comΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
want to meet up, let me know. 

  

mailto:richard@intothesky.com
https://intothesky.com/
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Karma 
By Don Peterson 

Funny thing about old age, iǘΩǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎΦ 

I accidentally stumbled onto Oshkosh in 1977. Although all boys growing up in the 50s played with 
airplanes which ŦǳŜƭŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9!! ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
airshow.  After one day soaking it all in, I drove non-stop back to Bloomington, Indian, dropped off 
my AMEX at the FBO, and learned to fly. I bought N28X (Rambo) about three months later, with 79 
total hours in my log, and 1,900 on the tach. 

wŀƳōƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ пс ȅŜŀǊǎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ like his name much, but my new wife 
Bonnie, (now long deceased), gave it to him.  Her indoctrination included harsh invectives, as she 

was getting the instruction necessary to pilot my 
complex plane.  She exhausted much of her 
vocabulary toward the stiff push-pull cables, tight 
governor control, and of course, the Johnson Bar.  
Somewhat like the traditions among boats and sailors, 
after her demise, I chose not to tempt the gods by 
renaming him. 

On our second date, Bonnie gave me pointers on how 
to fly her 1955 Cessna 170B. I had a fair amount of 
glider time, so I ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ άǳǎŜ ŀ 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǊǳŘŘŜǊέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻǊ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŀƛƭ ǿƘŜŜƭ 
plane. Each of the three takeoffs and landings 
included wildly swerving excursions from the concrete 
on both sides of the runway before becoming 
airborne. She was animated. 

We pulled off the runway after the excitement so she 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƎŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 
composure. I noticed a bench of old guys watching us 
from the shade, pointed them out, and remarked 

άǘƘƻǎŜ ƎŜŜȊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜƭƭŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀŘȅ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ŀ ǘŀƛƭ ŘǊŀƎƎŜǊΦέ 

It is fairly amazing that we made it to the all-important third date. 

So ς άwŀƳōƻέ ǎǘǳŎƪΦ 

I already had my IFR ticket when we met, and eventually got my Commercial, CFI, CFII, AP and IA 
papers. Bonnie and I married in January 1987, and over time, we owned several planes. Rambo 
was my first and remained to the end.  A wife that loves flying may be the only thing more 
expensive than a woman jonesing ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άƴƻ,έ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ 
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Bonnie and her siblings inherited a beachfront home on the Caribbean island where my father 
lived, leading to our fortunate meeting. The home was originally built by their mom, one of the 28 
WAFs during WW2 ς quite a role model for an aviation-minded young lady. I had flown to Nevis 
several times earlier, but our marriage brought me a promotion to Chief Maintenance Boy for her 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘǎƛŘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ Did you know that tropical structures need a LOT of maintenance?  
Did you know stringing 220V power lines under wet ground with no conduit insulation can cause 
funny spasms when walking barefoot to the beach? 

Our first shared Rambo flight down to 
Nevis was to deliver the news that we 
were getting married. We refueled at 
Puerto Rico and took off toward the east 
into the growing dark. It was IFR at night, 
level 2 and 3 thunderstorms with towering 
CUs that were higher than our capability, 
with plenty of gaps between. ATC called 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άbƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ну ·ǊŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ 
departing controlled airspace, have a nice 
ƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ƻǊŀƴ ƻǊ Dt{Σ ŀƴŘ 
the only NDB in the area was never known 
to be operational. So ς we flew dead 
reckoning at 11,0ллΩΣ ŘƻŘƎƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘǳǇǎΦ  
After an hour or two had passed, we found a gap and spiraled down to the wave tops, resuming 
our estimated heading. After a while, we could see the phosphorescent breakers sparkling along 
the shores of St. Kitts. That was close enough for one day. 

After a little more than ten years, on June 20, 1998, Bonnie made her terminal departure.  We 
shared a great many Rambo adventures in several countries, restored antique biplanes, tried our 
hands at aerobatics, and enjoyed flying low while speaking with no one. 

In 2003, at six weeks old, my grandson had his first ride in Rambo, stuffed into the hatrack. His 
mom, dad, my wife du jour and I made the 2-hour flight to Houston, where he would meet his 
DǊŜŀǘ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ CƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ά5ƻƴǎ.έ aȅ ŘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
were returned to three generations. 

As time and marriages passed, I found myself raising my 3-year-old grandson; a more common 
situation than is often discussed. I thought it would be temporary. Oops. He was diagnosed with a 
variety of not-ordinary conditions, so we got to break a few rules intended for middle of the bell-
curve types. 

When he was nine, I met with his Elementary School Principal and told her I intended to check him 
out of Second Grade so we could roam around in South America for two or three months. 

άIƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΚΗΚΗ,έ she blurted. 
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 ά¦ƘΦ  5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΚ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ 
ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ tƛǊŀƴƘŀ ǇŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȊƻƻΦέ 

There were many learning moments on this trip, but a standout was when we were trying to 
circumnavigate a large low-pressure zone making the Bahamas a PITA. It was normally a 4+ hour 
flight from Florida to Providenciales, but somebody had the bright idea of going around the low 
pressure via the north and eastern sides. Note, low pressure areas rotate in the other direction.  
At 4+ hours, we were not even half-way to Provo, and the crappy weather meant we were cruising 
between 500 ς 700 ASL, with occasional dips to duck under low-ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Ǌŀƛƴ ǎƘŀŦǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
many radio towers on the eastern side of the Bahamas. 

Donavan looked up from playing Minecraft on my dash-mounted iPad and calmly asked, άtƻǇ, are 
ǿŜ hYΚέ 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ōǳǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ /ŀǘ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

Forty-five minutes later we landed and confirmed a room was available. The boy filed a report 
with photos to his Second-Grade class the next morning, causing great hilarity that, ά/ŀǘ LǎƭŀƴŘέ 
was inhabited by dogs.  All the island phones were down, but the next morning Miami approach 
finally found us, just to make sure we were alive and I had my first cuppa coffee.  The certainty of 
life normally requires two. 

A dozen years earlier, I earned a Mile High badge while crossing the same stretch of the Bermuda 
Triangle at night. 

Most recently, I and my latest, and I believe my final wife, toured South America again, taking in 
French Guiana, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, and Chile. We aspired to see more but were finally 
ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ .ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ LŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ 
again. Frankly, the US has become a nuclear mix of boring and irritating. You may draw your own 
ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ tƭǳǎΣ LΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴd see a red X on the ground under me. 

During our approximately 5,000 hours together, Rambo has had four engines, one new paint 
scheme (and a 30-year touchup), two 
panels, interior redo, and long-range 
tanks. 

Despite a letter from a Colonel in the 
Colombian Aerocivil, describing the four 
ways we could bring our plane into the 
country for extended periods, we later 
learned that I would have to deposit an 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ ну·Ωǎ 
value. This would probably be around 
$150,000 USD and supposedly, it would 
be returned when the plane was 
permanently removed from the country.  

However, I also learned that there was an unofficial rule in Colombia that applies to all humans, 
including governments and busƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŦǳƴŘǎ . . . eǾŜǊΦέ  

Rambo never made the trip to Colombia. 
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Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎŀǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

We made a final pilgrimage to OSH this year. My previous one of several visits had been thirty 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ bƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ŀǎ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ 
watching any airshows. I knew several of the guys and gals performing but had long since grown 
weary of losing friends. I hooked up with the Mooney Caravan; all good fellows and ladies. 

LΩƭƭ ōŜ тр ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀƴ !ƴŘŜǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻŦŦŜŜ 
District. I posted Rambo for sale, and the first person that came for a look transferred the cash 
that afternoon. There were backup buyers, and perhaps I could have bumped the price, but I 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƪŀǊƳŀΦ 

The buyer is still a student pilot, so I helped him ferry it home to East Texas. I introduced him to 
the Russian method of flight instruction: άtǳǘ ǎǘƛŎƪ I9w9Ηέ  It seemed to make an impression. We 
ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻƴ aŀȄǿŜƭƭΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ƴƛŎŜƭȅ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘ 
Rambo nicely. It was a soothing trip. Ten hours of pure CAVU, calm air, and a tailwind all the way 
from Nevada to East Texas. 

L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƭŜŦǘ ƛǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
care for anthropomorphizing inanimate objects. However, Rambo was there for 62% of my life. 

¢ƘŀǘΩƭƭ ŘƻΣ ǇƛƎΦ 
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Thunderbird 

Aircraft  Sales  

Specializing in pre -owned 

Mooney Sales and 

Brokerage  

 
Hello my fellow Mooniacs,  

My name is Richard Simile, and I am the President of Thunderbird Aircraft Sales. Thunderbird Aircraft 
Sales Specializes in the Sale and Brokerage of late Model Mooney Aircraft. If you are considering the 
purchase of a newer Mooney, or thinking about selling your current Mooney, we hope you will consider 
using Thunderbird Aircraft Sales.  
Our objective is always to provide a very pleasant transactional experience for all parties involved and 
that is a formula that works well. We have three offices, Auburn, AL, Chandler AZ, and Pensacola 
FL. Please give Thunderbird Aircraft Sales a call 602-884-2111, or 
email  richard@thunderbirdaircraft.com. We look forward to being of service to you. Thank you.    

richard@thunderbirdaircraft.com  or 602-884-2111 
www.thunderbirdaircraft.com 
334-332-2100 Auburn, AL Office 
602-884-2111 Chandler, AZ Office 
850-723-3644 Pensacola, FL Office 

Falling In Love With Your Mooney 
by Richard Simile, Thunderbird Aircraft Sales 

As the EMCEE of the MooneyMax conference, I opened the conference by sharing stories of 
recent flights over the past few months and how extremely pleasurable those flights were; almost 
as if they were "TURBO-CHARGED" (No pun intended). It seems like each flight I take produces a 
joy like it was when I started flying Mooney airplanes back in 1977Φ LǘΩǎ as if the OLD exciting 
feeling of flying is NEW again. It is quite an amazing feeling. I would strongly recommend trying to 
fall deeply in love with your Mooney all over again, in order to get a taste of what I am talking 
about. It was an amazing coincidence that our MooneyFlyer co-founder and Editor wrote an 
amazing article last month in the November issue, about the Love of Flight. Thanks Phil!!! We did 
not even coordinate that one. Great minds think alike. If you missed his Editor of the Loose article 
last month, I would highly recommend that you take a few minutes and read it from the 
November issue. It might help you fall in love with your Mooney all over again.   

mailto:richard@thunderbirdaircraft.com
mailto:richard@thunderbirdaircraft.com
http://www.thunderbirdaircraft.com/
https://themooneyflyer.com/issues/2025-NovTMF.pdf
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Itõs Often the Little Things 
By Jerry Proctor 

In life, and therefore in aviation, it is often the little things that get you!  I 
expect this theme will be the subject of several articles, as there are a lot 
of little things to highlight, to help us increase our awareness.   

This idea hit me as a fellow pilot relayed something from a reputable flight school that he 
had recently left. The school had a policy of hanging the 
chocks on the strut of a high wing airplane and then, I 
assume, they would stow the chocks before starting. I 
guess this became a standard procedure.  A young 
aspiring pilot was about to make his first solo flight. He 
did the preflight but there was no instructor around.                    
Nevertheless, the student got in, started up, and took 
off. It did not go as well as he had hoped. As soon as he 
lifted off, he heard very loud and frightening noises. 

The good news was he was able to land the plane safely, but for the bad news, the 
ŎƘƻŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ άȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘέ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇƭŀƴŜΦ IŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
procedure.  

Multiple little mistakes led to this damaging incident.  First, why in the world 
ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƻŎƪ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǊǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΚ  aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ [ŀǿ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
if it can happen, it will happen.  Second, our new aspiring pilot was on his first 
solo flight, but there was NO flight instructor to supervise. Unbelievable!  

My first solo was at a small South Dakota airport that had no tower. The school 
had one Cessna 172 and a guy named Jim was the manager and instructor. This 
particular morning, we flew a few trips around the pattern. Then, Jim told me to taxi to the 
small tarmac and he got out. Gulp! The radio had recently been repaired but it was not yet 
ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΦ WƛƳ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻΚέ    

L ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¦ƳΣ ƴƻΦέ 

άDƻƻŘΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻΦέ  Then, he shut the door 
and walked away. 
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Little things like a Pitot tube cover can cause problems 
¢ƘŜ Ǉƛǘƻǘ ǘǳōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ ŦƭŀƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ άwŜƳƻǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦέ  
Did I ever take off when the pitot cover was still on the pitot tube?  Well, sort of. The 
maintenance officer needed to do a short maintenance test flight, and I happened to 
be close by. He needed a copilot, so he invited me to come along.  We took off and 
as we climbed out, I noticed there was zero airspeed. Ooops!  It 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀ IǳŜȅΦ 
However, lesson learned. 
 
Missing Fuel Cap   
²ƛǘƘ ŀ aƻƻƴŜȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ 

big issue. However, it could still happen. I fly a lot of high wing airplanes these 
days. I am not fond of having to use a ladder for refueling and dipping. 
However, not more than 4 weeks ago, I was distracted and after the dip, I 
failed to fully secure the cap. I have a habit of always walking around the 
ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ άƻƴŜ Ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩs when I saw the unsecure cap. Seeing it like 
that, sure made me feel dumb. 

Dismounting   

Some time ago, I wrote an article about the Mooney step or 
steps. That article included what I call an unintended dismount. 
The rain had just stopped, and I was removing the cockpit cover 
from my bird. I remember that as I started to dismount from the 
wing, the next thing I knew, I was prone on my side on the wet 

ǘŀǊƳŀŎΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
idiot move.  However, someone could have seen me fall and I could have been injured. 
I have a list of little things that I will write about in successive articles. It would be great if 
ȅΩŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ tƘƛƭ ƻǊ WƛƳΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ L Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
the idea. 

Keep flying safer, 

Jerry Proctor  
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Prep aring for 
Your Flight 

Review  
Takeoff and Landing Distances 

 

A RULE YOU CAN LIVE WITH 

AOPA Air Safety Institute recommends that you use the 50/50 rule for takeoff 
correction. That is:  

When correcting for altitude and temperature, determine the takeoff distance 
required to clear a 50-foot obstacle. Then, increase that number by an 
additional 50%. 
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Higher Density Altitude Effects 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘǊǳǎǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎΥ 

o Slower takeoff acceleration. 

o Longer takeoff rolls. 

o Decreased climb rate. 

Higher density altitude increases the landing Ground Speed. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ 
the same indicated airspeed, but because the true airspeed (TAS) is 

ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 

Taking Off with a Tailwind                                         
For every 10% of the takeoff speed, a tailwind will increase the ground run by about 21%. FOR 
EXAMPLE: [ŜǘΩǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƭƛŦǘ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ сл ƪƴƻǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȊŜǊƻ-wind charted takeoff 
ground roll is 1,300 feet. A 6-knot tailwind, (10% of the 60-knot takeoff speed), will increase your 
charted 1,300 ground roll by 21%, or 273 feet. 

 

Fickle Headwinds                                                
 Winds have a mind of their own, and can change quickly with altitude, or simply 
disappear. Never count on a headwind to ensure your takeoff! 

 

Taking Off with a Crosswind                                                                
The required control surface deflection and tire scrubbing add extra drag and increase the ground 
roll. 

 

The Consequences of Exceeding Maximum 
Takeoff Weight (MTOW)    

¶ Higher takeoff speed and a longer takeoff run 

¶ Reduced rate, angle of climb, and a lower maximum altitude 

¶ Shorter range 

¶ Reduced cruising speed 

¶ Reduced maneuverability 

¶ Higher stalling speed 

¶ Higher approach and landing speed and a longer landing roll 

¶ Excessive weight on the nose wheel or tail wheel 
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 Is a Flight Review with a CFI every two years working for you? Perhaps that 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŦƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǾƛŀǘƻǊΦ LŦ 
you need more training, please go to https://www.faasafety.gov/  and 
register for the Wings program. 

 

 

Travel Tip 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ C!w фмΣ ŀǎ 
ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŀǊŘŜŘ άLƴƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜέ and a pilot or 
mechanic determines that the loss of that instrument or equipment is not a hazard. The bad 
component or instrument must be unpowered/unwired. 

 

 

 (FAR 
91.103) If 
you plan to 
fly outside of 
the airport 
area, or file 
IFR, you 
must:  

 

o Study weather reports and forecasts. 
o Determine fuel requirements. 
o Plan alternatives if the planned flight cannot be completed. 
o Check with ATC for known traffic delays.  
o Determine takeoff and landing distances by evaluating: 

¶ Runway lengths, airport elevation and slope. 

¶ Aircraft gross weight. 

¶ Wind and temperature. 

https://www.faasafety.gov/
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For Local Flights:  
You should know about the airport(s) you intend to use, including the runway lengths, takeoff and 
ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Planning Fuel Requirements (FAR 91.151 & 
167)  

o VFR Day: Fuel to destination + 30 minutes, assuming normal 
cruising speed. 

o VFR Night: Fuel to destination + 45 minutes, assuming normal 
cruising speed. 

o IFR: Fuel to destination and alternate (if required) + enough fuel 
to fly for another 45 minutes at normal cruising speed. 

 

 

VFR or IFR, I recommend that you always plan to 
ƘŀǾŜ м ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ŦǳŜƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΗ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 
 

 

ά!ƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ŦǳŜƭ ƛǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƘŜŀŘǿƛƴŘǎΦέ 

 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ht!Ωǎ !ƛǊ {ŀŦŜǘȅ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
average week, three general aviation aircraft 
crash due to improper fuel management. 

  



The Mooney Flyer Volume 14 Number 12 December 2025 

Page 33 
 

The Traveling Mooney ð MooneyMAX 2025 
by Terry Carraway 

This year, MooneyMAX 2025 was held October 15 ς 19 in Branson, Missouri and was combined 
with a Mooney Safety Foundation Pilot Proficiency Program. Most people arrived on Wednesday, 
October 15 and departed on Sunday, October 19.   

MooneyMAX is an annual event for Mooney owners and pilots. It has presentations on both safety 
and maintenance issues. It is organized by Maxwell Aviation, which is one of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ premier 
Mooney Service Centers. Their presentations on maintenance issues that they have encountered 
were eye-opening. One nice thing about the event is they also have activities for non-pilots.   
Normally they present a Right Seat Ready class, but scheduling conflicts prevented that this year.  
The last three years, the event has been held at different locations. While the location does not 
affect the conference, the change in venue is nice for the non-pilots. 

We made the slog non-stop from our home base in northeastern Maryland, but it was not fun.  
Due to the winds aloft, we filed for 10,000 feet, negating the advantages of having a turbo. Even 
then, we had headwinds pushing our ground speed down into the mid-130 knot range. However, 
it is nice to fly a Mooney where a bad day is still in the mid-130s. It was 5.7 hours on the Hobbs for 
the trip. Arriving at .ǊŀƴǎƻƴΩǎ a Graham Clarke Downtown Airport (KPLK) was interesting. When 

landing runway 12, your base leg is on the other side of the river, over higher 
terrain, so you are either way too high or feel like you are too low. I was high and 
fast on my first try and opted for a go-around versus doing something stupid in front 
of a lot of other Mooney pilots. The second time was spot on.  

We were met by marshallers who directed us to a tie down, then helped us tie down, unload, 
install the plugs and button up the plane. Great service. Maxwell Aviation had two 15 passenger 
vans rented to transport people to and from the airport and hotel. 

Thousand Hills was our host hotel. It is geared to people coming to Branson for vacation. The hotel 
only offered room cleaning/linen service upon request. It was nice to have breakfast included. 
Lunch was not included in the conference because of some prior events and there were limited 
options in the hotel. The lunch and dinner food was quite good. 

 This year MooneyMAX offered a number of evening events for extra cost. 
The prices seemed high and due to lack of interest, some events were 
cancelled. They ended one day with a dinner cruise/show on a paddlewheel 
steamer. There is plenty to do in Branson. More on that later. 

The presentations were good and there was a lot of information being 
passed to attendees. This, along with being together with a lot of Mooney 

owners with varying backgrounds and levels of experience, makes this a very worthwhile trip. If 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

This year was a bit of a remodeling year. Jan Maxwell has stepped down from being the primary 
organizer, although she is still involved to a lesser extent. On the website, the organizers did not 
mention which airport to use. They had a picture of it, so most people looked at the nearby 
airports in AirNav and picked the one that looked right. A couple of people ended up at a different 
airport. I am sure these omissions will get ironed out in future events. 

https://www.mooneymax.com/
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This year they combined with Mooney Safety Foundation to offer a Pilot Proficiency Program 
during MooneyMAX. This is a great idea, even though the PPP classroom day pulled those people 
from the MooneyMAX presentations. It seemed to work reasonably but could use some 
adjustment. The PPP also had to deal with scheduling around some weather that came through 
the area. 

The weather affected the conference on Saturday. Part of the day was to be at the airport for a 
barbeque lunch, looking at planes and voting for the best one. However, the rain made it lunch 
only at the airport, then back to the hotel.   

Saturday night was the banquet. The presentations were excellent.  

Most people flew out on Sunday, but the weather that came through the area on Saturday was a 
wall of red between Branson and eastern destinations.  So, we opted to stay an extra night. Those 
that flew, stopped about halfway home, overnighted and finished the trip on Monday. 

 

The trip home promised good tailwinds, so we filed for 17,000 feet and figured it would be a nice 
trip home.  I thought it was interesting when I called for my IFR release, the controller informed 
me that they had some reports of Severe Turbulence below 4,000 feet.  That caused a pause, but I 
decided that The Traveling Mooney could handle it. Take off was fine, but about 800 feet AGL, we 
hit the turbulence.  I called it Moderate and while it was not comfortable, it was not a worry. As 
advertised, around 4,000 feet, it was gone. The trip home was a lot faster than the flight to  
Branson, with 4.6 Hobbs time. When we left our home field and surrounding area, weather 
reports indicated gusts up to 30 mph, and at the home field, it was almost a direct cross wind.  The 
predictions were for the winds to abate throughout the day and there are 3 airports within a 45-
minute drive with runways almost aligned with the wind. When we arrived, the ASOS was 
reporting 12 gusting to 17. I decided to try one, then divert if neeŘŜŘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ 
landing, the plane managed it well and we were safely on the ground. 

Brandson, MO 
Branson is a pretty major tourist destination. We heard people say they had driven over 10 hours 
to get there. 
Every year there is a major country music festival and every day there are various attractions and 
shows. Since some of the MooneyMAX evening events had been cancelled, plus our extra day, we 
had time to check things out. 
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The second night there, we met up with some people we knew from previous Mooney events.  
¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ 5ƻƭƭȅ tŀǊǘƻƴΩǎ 
Stampede dinner and show. If you have attended one of the medieval times type shows, it is 
similar, but with a country/western theme. The show was very entertaining, and the meal was 
quite good.  

 

CƻǊ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΩs music pretty well. At first, I 
thought it was going to be all disco, but they also covered the early part of the decade, dipping 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ слΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎƻƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ мфрфΦ It was fun. 

On Sunday, we bought a combo ticket that included the aquarium and the Hollywood Wax 
Museum. We really enjoy aquariums, and this one was very nice, on the smaller side, but worth 
the time. The wax museum was surprisingly fun and some of the figures were spot on. It was a fun 
way to use a free day. 

                   

There are many things to do in Branson. If you have ever been to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, they 
are very similar. Supposedly Pigeon Forge was copied from Branson. 
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One evening we were at the bar talking to a Mooney owner and I mentioned that we were The 
Traveling Mooney, and his face lit up. He said he loved the articles. I am happy that someone 
actually reads these and gets something out of them. Thanks 

¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ CǊƻƳ ¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ wƛƎƘǘ {ŜŀǘŜǊ, Cherry 
As ¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƴƻƴ-pilot companion, L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ aƻƻƴŜȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
Mooney enthusiasts, reconnecting with ladies from past events and meeting new friends. 
The MooneyMAX organizers put together two events for the non-pilot group. 

  We traveled on the historic Branson Scenic Railroad enjoying 
lovely scenery, laughter and charcuterie! We departed the 
train 1 1/2 hours later with a new Branson Scenic Railway tote 
bag and coffee mug in hand. 

We attended a catered buffet lunch at the College of the 
Ozarks. The dining room was elegantly decorated, the food delicious, and the campus was just 
beautiful. It is well worth a visit to Dobyns Dining Room with its fine dining cuisine and great 
service from the Ozark College students. 

One morning, our friendly group of ladies went by 
Maxwell Aviation bus to the Tanger Outlets. We had 
great fun, mostly window shopping, but some came 
back with some purchases. 

 Terry and I had a great time in Branson, we 
especially enjoyed a great lunch at a Japanese 
restaurant called Wakyoto and a late dinner the 
following day at a very popular Italian place called 
FlƻǊŜƴǘƛƴŀΩǎ. Great service and food.  

https://bransontrain.com/
https://www.keetercenter.edu/Dine/Dining
https://www.facebook.com/sushibranson/
https://www.florentinasristoranteitaliano.com/
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  Mooney Maintenance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CLICK HERE for ǘƘŜ C!!Ωǎ Airworthiness 
Directives (ADs) for all Mooneys. 

CLICK HERE to 
download 
aƻƻƴŜȅΩǎ млл 

Hour Inspection 
Guide 

CLICK HERE to find 
Parts and Maintenance 

Support 

https://drs.faa.gov/browse
https://drs.faa.gov/browse
https://mooneymover.com/
https://mooney.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/100-HOURANNUAL-Inspection-Guide.pdf
https://mooney.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/100-HOURANNUAL-Inspection-Guide.pdf
https://mooney.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/100-HOURANNUAL-Inspection-Guide.pdf
https://mooney.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/100-HOURANNUAL-Inspection-Guide.pdf
https://mooney.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/100-HOURANNUAL-Inspection-Guide.pdf
https://themooneyflyer.com/tech-mech.html
https://themooneyflyer.com/tech-mech.html
https://themooneyflyer.com/tech-mech.html
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Send your questions for Tom to TheMooneyFlyer@gmail.com 
Many pilots sing the praises of Lean of Peak (LOP) operations. I have a M20K 
252 and I accomplished the Gami Lean test, the submitted the results to 
Gami. Gami declared that my aircraft passed and that all cylinders were 
balanced within the tolerances required. On my next flight I tried operating 
LOP. To my dismay, the engine ran rough. Your thoughts, Tom? 
 
I am basically against LOP unless the manufacturer approves it. Some engines, 
like the TSIO-520-BE on the early Malibu, were designed for LOP. The engine 
could really be damaged if the engine was operated at Rich of Peak (ROP).  
¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άwǳƴ рл wƛŎƘ ƻŦ tŜŀƪέ, has worked for years. There are 

engines that can run LOP, but you need to first go to the GAMI Injectors website and 
download the procedures so you can test your engine.  

Aspirated or Turbo? 
LOP works better on aspirated engines, but not so good with a lot of Turbo Charged 
Engines. I have seen extensive damage to the exhaust system on the TLS (Bravo) 
because of LOP operations. The lean mixture can cause high exhaust temps, causing 
ōǳƭƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳōŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ 

accomplish a visual inspection. The tube can crack and dump hazardous exhaust fumes in the 
cowling. 
If ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ [htΣ follow the GAMI test procedures. I personally prefer to stay 
with whatever the manufacturer says.  
Note: GAMI is in the business of marketing their tuned injectors, which if needed, are very good. 
 
 
 
  

TG 

mailto:TheMooneyFlyer@gmail.com?subject=Question%20for%20Tom%20Rouch
http://gami.com/gamijectors/leantest.php
http://gami.com/gamijectors/leantest.php
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New app helps pilots find airports to fly to 
By General Aviation News Staff · October 29, 2025   

A new iOS app, Where2Fly2, helps pilots and aviation enthusiasts discover airports based on 
distance, runway length and surface type. 

Built with official FAA National Airspace System Resource data, the app displays all airports within 
a selected range from an origin airport, making it useful for planning cross-country flights or quick 
getaways, according to the developers. 

Where2Fly2 App map 
viewWhere2Fly2 App filter view 

Pilots can set minimum and 
maximum distance ranges, filter 
runway length from 1,000 to 
more than 8,000 feet, and select 
paved, grass, or water runways. 

An interactive map shows 
distance rings and airport 
locations, while geodesic distance 
calculations provide precise 
planning. Only public use airports 
are shown. 

The app works offline using 
cached data, and all processing is 
done locally τ no data is 
collected or shared, according to 
company officials. 

The app offers a 10-day free trial 
with full access to all features. 
After the trial, users can unlock 
lifetime access for a one-time 
purchase of 

$3.99. 

HYH 

https://generalaviationnews.com/author/ganstaff/
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Jeppesen ForeFlight launches with new owner 
By General Aviation News Staff · November 4, 2025  

 

Jeppesen ForeFlight has completely separated from Boeing, with the sale of the company to 
Thoma Bravo, a private equity firm, for $10.55 billion. 

ά.ŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ фл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǇǇŜǎŜƴΩǎ ƎƻƭŘ-ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜCƭƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘΣ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .ǊŀŘ 
Surak, who previously led the Digital Aviation Solutions business at Boeing and is now CEO of 
WŜǇǇŜǎŜƴ CƻǊŜCƭƛƎƘǘΦ ά!ǎ ǿŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ōƛƎƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘŜΦέ 

ά!L ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-star for our multi-year roadmap of integrated solutions as we look to build on our 
ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ǳƴƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
pioneering τ from inventing aviation charts to transforming aeronautical data into digitized pilot 
support systems τ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ 
ŘŜŜǇ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ IƻƭŘŜƴ {ǇŀƘǘΣ ŀ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀǘ 
¢ƘƻƳŀ .ǊŀǾƻΦ ά²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛp position and leveraging AI 
ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

For more information: JeppesenForeFlight.com 

 

https://generalaviationnews.com/author/ganstaff/
https://www.thomabravo.com/
http://www.jeppesenforeflight.com/
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Garmin debuted its innovative SmartCharts feature earlier this year, a fully interactive version of 
instrument approach charts and runway diagrams, accessible from the Garmin Pilot EFB app. In 
addition to instrument approach charts, SmartCharts are also available for airport diagrams, which 
display a full-color airport runway and taxiway map, complete with depictions of lighting, signs, 
pavement markings, and more. READ MORE HERE 

 
 

https://ipadpilotnews.com/2025/11/garmin-pilot-adds-graphical-notams-to-smartcharts/?utm_source=BlogEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=I25114A&utm_id=01KAXRD2MJ9ZYSCJJBKRKP3VG3&utm_term=READ%20MORE&utm_content=Graphical%20NOTAMs%20Added%20to%20Garmin%20SmartCharts%20%2B%20Best%20Ways%20to%20Clean%20Your%20iPad&_kx=1CXmXLEHG40FAhe5bEiXXOmv4wxXiM15mxsphgvOXRs.XnPJzL
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 Contact Mike Weir at (239) 572-3418, before coming to the restaurant, so 
they can have an accurate count. Events begin at 11:30 
Dec 13: Flagler (KFIN) 

 

Jan 30 ς Feb 1, Ocala, FL 
Apr 24 ς 26, Tucson, AZ 
Sep 18 ς 20, Manchester, NH 
Oct TBD, Kerrville, TX (with MooneyMax) 
CLICK HERE to Register 

 

 

Learn More at https://www.mooney.org.au/ 

 Learn more at https://www.empoa.eu/index.php/en/ 

 

 

 
Other 

 

Events 

https://www.airnav.com/airport/KFIN
https://www.mooneysafety.com/general-7
https://www.empoa.eu/index.php/en/
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Parts for Sale 
 

 

 

This Cowling was removed from a M20E and replaced with a M20J (201) cowling. The cowling is 
located at Fullerton Airport (KFUL) and is in excellent condition. Offers accepted. 

Contact: Bernard Lee ς leebern@msn.com (562-865-2547) 

P/N 310309-501 
P/N 310309-502 

These fairings are new and priced @ $280.00 each or $525.00 for both. Priced elsewhere @ 
$362.69 each. 

Contact: Bernard Lee ς leebern@msn.com (562-865-2547) 

Bushing P/N 914007-003 - 2- Bushings in the original package @ $35.00 each. Priced elsewhere @ 
$45.00 each. 

Bushing P/N 914007-005 
1-Bushing in the original package @ $59.00 
1-Bushing loose @ $50.00 
Priced elsewhere @ $69.00 each 

Contact: Bernard Lee ς leebern@msn.com (562-865-2547) 

Access Covers P/N 3000-901 (2-available) - 1-without nuts attached. 
Make offer. Contact: Bernard Lee ς leebern@msn.com (562-865-2547) 

 

  

1959 Mooney 20A - Seeking Mooney Purist * $17,000 

Hangar stored for years, now ready for overhaul(s) and refurbish. *  Airframe and engine 
1439.1 TT. McAuley prop. O360 engine. Wood-wing. 

* Would consider selling only the engine and prop. However, sentimentally prefer to find a 
Mooney Lover seeking a great project. *  Telephone: 419 591 6477 for further information. 

mailto:leebern@msn.com
mailto:leebern@msn.com
mailto:leebern@msn.com
mailto:leebern@msn.com
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For Sale: Part #75730 LYCOMING TUBE ASSEMBLY PROP GOV LINE: 
$450.00 
 
This Part #75730 when installed on Lycoming IO360-A3B6 provides clearance between the prop 
governor oil line and the Mooney M20J engine mount. This part is factory new and includes FAA 
Form 8130. The current online price for this part from Aircraft Spruce is $767.00. Contact Robert 
Elliott at rce.elliott@gmail.com or 512-947-4037 (prefer text messages vs. voice calls) 

   
 

 
FOR SALE 
NEW Slick mag for Shower of Sparks.  $1,200 
Rebuilt original starter for IO360A1A.  About 30 hours since purchase from 
Spruce.  $300 
 
Email Autotech@Flash.net 

 
 

  

mailto:rce.elliott@gmail.com
mailto:Autotech@Flash.net
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themooneyflyer@gmail.com  

mailto:themooneyflyer@gmail.com
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Contact Don Peterson at 
autotech@flash.net 

mailto:autotech@flash.net
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https://jdpricecfi.com/

