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LASAR Open House 
Lakeport, CA ς  Lake Aero Styling and Repairs (LASAR) hosted a weekend Fly-in for Mooney pilots 
on Saturday, August 26th. Over 30 Mooneys flew in to take part in the food, gifts, aviation seminars, 
and wine tours of Lake CountyΦ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ aƻƻƴŜȅ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜέ ōȅ 
5ŀƳƻƴ ¢ǊƛƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ά[!{!w {ǇŜŜŘ aƻŘǎέ ōȅ tŀǳƭ [ƻŜǿŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ 
ceremony for the new owners of LASAR with the Lake County Chamber of Commerce. Co-owner 
and CEO Brett Stokes opened the ceremony at Lampson Airport. Jason Bonifay was the winner of 
the free annual inspection, and Alex Melia won $1,000 in free parts or service from LASAR. 

Brett and co-owner Caleb 
Brown are proud to bring 
fresh vision to LASAR for 
growth and opportunities 
to work with the veterans 
and mechanics of Lake 
County. LASAR was 
founded by Paul and Shirley 
Loewen in 1977 and is 
known as being the premier 
Mooney aircraft service and 
repair center on the west 
coast. Brett and Caleb bring 
their passion of aircraft and 
humanitarian work to 
provide economic and training opportunities for veterans and aspiring youth. LASAR has immediate 
needs for certified aircraft mechanics. 

LASAR is located at the Lampson Airport in Lakeport, CA with a team of high energy, high vision 
professionals looking to grow the company and improve commerce for the surrounding 
communities. You can learn more about LASAR at www.Lasar.com. To reach out with inquiries for 
employment or other opportunities, please call the LASAR office at (707) 263-0412. 

http://www.lasar.com/
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The Mooney Acclaim Ultra was named PISTON PLANE OF THE YEAR in the October 
issue of Plane & tƛƭƻǘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ ά²ƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŘƻƻǊΣ ōǊŀƴŘ-new interior dimensions 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aнлΣ ǘƘŜ !ŎŎƭŀƛƳ ¦ƭǘǊŀ ƪƴƻŎƪǎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǎƘŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
of the sheet metal covering on the forward fuselage. This allowed Mooney to add a 
door (after beefing up the left wing surface to carry the weight of people climbing 
atop it), redesign the doors, enlarge the windows and even lower the top of the 
glareshield a bit. Suddenly, many of the objections to the Mooney design are history, 
and buyers are looking at a super-fast (as fast as 242 knots, says Mooney), comfy and 
long range high-ŦƭȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘǳǊǊȅΦέ 

 

October 2017 
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Next ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǇƻƭƭΥέMy Favorite Aviation Magazine isέ  CLICK HERE to vote. 

 

Appraise ̧ ƻǳǊ aƻƻƴŜȅΩǎ ±ŀƭǳŜ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ Ŏƻƻƭ ƴŜǿ  Appraise your 
aƻƻƴŜȅΩǎ ±ŀƭǳŜ calculator. 

M20C M20E M20F M20G M20J 

  

http://micropoll.com/t/KEuGlZVaph
http://themooneyflyer.com/valuation/M20CValuation.html
http://themooneyflyer.com/valuation/M20EValuation.html
http://themooneyflyer.com/valuation/M20FValuation.html
http://themooneyflyer.com/valuation/M20GValuation.html
http://themooneyflyer.com/valuation/M20JValuation.html
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Hilarious!  LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǿǊƻǘŜ άLŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƻǘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜΗέ  !ƴŘ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
on Sedona brought back beautiful memories of our Sedona layover while 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ άDǊŀƴŘ ¢ƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{Φέ  What a place! 
Lee F 

The excellent article on the legality of EFB briefings vs. a telephone 
briefing with FSS left out an important issue. What about electronic 
briefings via the Leidos www.1800wxbrief.com website? Will Leidos 
Flight Service maintain a record of a pilot's briefing via that website? 
Does the FAA view the www.1800wxbrief.com Leidos briefing as being 
equivalent to a Flight Service telephone briefing? Has the FAA made an 
interpretation of this? My inquiring mind wants to know! 
Dave E 
Editor Note: Absolutely, Dave. Leidos is Flight Service, (formerly Lockeed Martin Flight Service). Whether 
you call FSS, or utilize www.1800wxbrief.com Σ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ς ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ. 

I've only just your last edition and noticed the small item on page 4 regarding the admission by the FAA 
that there will be no "drop in replacement" for avgas. 

This should have been in 2" headlines as it is a very serious matter, particularly for those of us that are 
currently replacing engines.  The facts are that the FAA are committed to mandate the end of leaded 
avgas, there can only be one replacement fuel (as it is such a small volume product) and that product will 
not be suited to all engines.  The engines most at risk are the "higher compression" engines in most of 
the later Mooneys.  It is time the FAA and the engine manufacturers came clean on the results of the fuel 
testing and what "mitigation strategies" are being considered.  Since the engine manufacturers are fully 
aware of the testing results, do the engine manufacturers have any legal obligation to tell us if they are 
aware that the product that they are selling will not be fit for its intended purpose in the relatively near 
future? 

We love getting mail! 

MM 

http://www.1800wxbrief.com/
http://www.1800wxbrief.com/
http://www.1800wxbrief.com/
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Your magazine is much loved and the huge effort you put in to produce it is much appreciated. I for one 
am very happy to donate and will do so.  It would be helpful if you put a direct link in the magazine to 
enable us to do it as we are reading it. 

Best Regards, 
John H 

You guys are awesome! Thanks for sticking with it :) 
Lori Flygirl 

Terry and I attended the grand opening of the 
Lone Star Flight Museum at Ellington Field, 
KELF in Houston last weekend. The opening 
had been delayed because of Hurricane 
Harvey. The museum relocated to a brand new 
beautiful double hangar facility after another 
hurricane, Ike, caused significant damage. 
What a surprise to walk in the entrance and 
see this fabulous Mooney Ovation painted 
with the Texas flag! 
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UNDERSTANDING  MOONEY  FLIGHT  RIGGING 
By Paul Loewen 

! ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ άƛƴ ǊƛƎέ aƻƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƛƴǇǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŦƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ 
straight and wings level.   LŦ ȅƻǳǊ aƻƻƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƭȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦŦέ όŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻǇƛƭƻǘ 

ƻŦŦύ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ άǿƛƴƎǎ ƭŜǾŜƭέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿn the 
runway at touchdown, then you are flying a perfectly rigged Mooney.  The controls are there for 
the pilotΩs input to disturb that perfect flight condition and nudge it where you want it to go. 

 

¢ƘŜ aƻƻƴŜȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ aŀƴǳŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǊƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ άǎǘŀǘƛŎέ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
board.  These limits and adjustments should be verified on each annual inspection and verified 
before making attempts to correct dynamic rigging.  There are two things you need to know the 
meaning of: ά5ȅƴŀƳƛŎέ RƛƎƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ά{ŜǊǾƻ TŀōΦέ 

The Mooney Service Manual has only a small paragraph to deal with Dynamic Rigging.  It says 
άōŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƛƭŜǊƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƻ ǘŀō Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳŘŘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƻ ǘŀō ƭŜŦǘ ƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘέ.  Any further adjustment 
of control rods and adjustable rod end bearings will 
not correctly affect the desired in-flight dynamic 
rigging.  Changes will alter the correct travel limits or 
affect the control wheel alignment and they become 
crooked when they should be level. 

Generally, ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǿǊŜƴŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ ά¢ǊŀǾŜƭ 
.ƻŀǊŘǎέ ǘƻ ǘǳƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ aƻƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
level.  A tool for bending the aileron and rudder servo 
tabs can be a wide jaw vice grip plier or simply a block 
of wood with a saw cut in the end. 

A qualified mechanic following the Service Manual 
should verify static rigging and making corrective 
adjustments.  Then he should be in the Mooney for 
flight test to see if dynamic corrections are necessary. Static rigging wants the flaps up to zero 
degrees, ŀǎ ǎŜǘ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǳǇ ǎǘƻǇΦέ !ƛƭŜǊƻƴǎ ǿŀƴǘ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ȊŜǊƻ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǳǇ 
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pressure applied to both ailerons.   The rudder wants to be zero degrees to 1 degree right with the 
Mooney on jacks and the gear retracted.  

This is where the aileron/rudder interconnect springs can mechanically affect in-flight 
rigging.  Interconnect is static rigged in accordance with the Mooney Service Manual, as well as 
adjustments to nose gear steering and tracking. 

 I had experienced a Mooney so out of rig that the new owner could not fly it, and it shook me up 
when I did the test flight.  I did a visual on all servo tabs and inner-connect springs, then bent all the 
tabs back to neutral and the inner-connect to the proper neutral. I found that 99% of the rigging 
was corrected and minor tweaking followed. 

Finally, be suspicious that previous rigging attempts may have been done wrong, so unbending may 
be the first thing to do.  Only one aileron servo tab should be bent down. If both are bent down, 
that will load up the control pressures and cause the Mooney to steer like a truck.  

In flight, the ailerons and flap trailing edges should be even and not rising above 0 degrees. 
However, one aileron trailing higher might be normal for that wing as long as there is no wing 
heaviness and it ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦƭƛŜǎ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦŦΦέ {ƻƳŜ ǊǳŘŘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƻ ǘŀō ǘǿŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƭŀǇ 
up stop adjustment could help the aileron to streamline better. 

Servo Tab: - Servo tabs move the control surface. The tab has a leverage advantage, being located 
well aft of the surface hinge line, and thus can use the relative airflow to deflect the control surface 
in the opposite direction.  

Dynamic Rigging: --In-flight rigging influenced by aerodynamic forces 
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UNCONTROLLED AIRPORTS  by Jim Price 
 There are over 20,000 airports in the United States, but only about 500 

have a control tower. Think of it.  97% of the U S airports depend on 
smart, courteous pilots. Many of those uncontrolled airports are 

sleepy, but some are beehives of activity. 
In addition, it is not unusual for several uncontrolled airports to  
share the same frequency. So, to make sure other pilots understand 
where you are, AIM 4-1-9 suggests that pilots state the airport name 
at the beginning and at the end of their transmission. For example, 
ά9ƭƻȅ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ aƻƻƴŜȅ тY² ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƻǿƴǿƛƴŘ wǳƴǿŀȅ нлΣ 9ƭƻȅΦέ 

  

²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳ {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 5ƻ 
According to AIM 4-1-фΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘƛƴƎΣ ά¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜέΣ ƛǎ 
ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǎǘǳǇƛŘΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ !La ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿƻrd it like that, but you 
get the idea. So what should you do? If you want to know what runway the pilots 
are using, you should monitor the Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF). If 
the pilots are starting and ending their transmission with the name of the airport, 
ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀΦ 

 
 ¢ƘŜ C!!Ωǎ wƻƭŜ 
¢ƘŜ C!! ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
all turns at non-towered airports should be made to the left, unless of course, 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΣ ƭƛƪŜ {Ƙƻǿ [ƻǿΩǎ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅǎ о ŀƴŘ нпΦ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entry on the 45 to the 
downwind leg is 
considered a standard approach from the downwind side of the traffic pattern., ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
mandated. 
If you are entering from the Downwind Side, enter the pattern at 45 degrees from the downwind 
heading at pattern altitude. 
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If You are Entering from the Upwind Side 
You should first fly midfield over the airport at a minimum of 500 feet above the pattern altitude. 
As you fly over the airport, pay special attention to any traffic in the airport pattern. Once clear of 
the pattern, you can begin your descent to pattern altitude, turn back towards the airport and 
enter the traffic pattern on the downwind leg at the 45 degree entry point. 

 
 

 
 



The Mooney Flyer Volume  6   Number 10 October 2017 

 

Page 12 

Are Straight-In Approaches Legal? 
   Lƴ мфтуΣ L ŦƭŜǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ 5ivision of Aeronautics. We flew a Baron and a King Air, so 
we considered ourselves bigger and badder than anything that might be in the pattern. Using our 

superior reasoning, we felt that if we 
wanted to fly a straight in approach, we 
would just do it, and if the local guys 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ, that was just too bad. Most 
of the airports were a bit sleepy, so a 
straight-ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ 
anyone. Provo (KPVU) was the exception. 
It had two flight schools that kept the 
pattern pretty busy. It really should have 
had a control tower in those days, but the 
C!! ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ LŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

flying to Provo (KPVU), we were not welcome because of our attitude.  
We would make the obligatory radio cŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ tǊƻǾƻΩǎ ¦ƴƛŎƻƳ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅΣ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
on a ten mile final for landing. Hearing our voices made the Provo pilots bristle and I swear I heard 
ŀ ŦŜǿ Ǝǳƴǎ ŎƻŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾƻ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀǎǘƛǎŜ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΦ IŜȅΣ ǿe 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
much too important. 

 

Straight-in approaches are perfectly legal, but 
ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ 
in the pattern.  
If you want to know if a straight-in is safe, you 
should make your decision from a courteous 
and common sense angle. If there is little to no 
traffic, then it probably will pass the safe and 
courteous test. By all means have at it. Just  
broadcast your intentions well ahead of time 
and coordinate your entry with the other traffic 

in the pattern.  

Pattern Radio Calls 
To help avoid a conflict, announce your position just prior to beginning the turn from one pattern 
ƭŜƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿƛƴƎ ŦƭŀǎƘέΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ to locate an aircraft in a turn.  

Crosswind Turns 
Unless noise abatement procedures dictate otherwise, you should delay your crosswind turn until 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ олл ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ 
altitude (AIM 4-3-3). Why? This prevents departing aircraft from climbing into the downwind traffic 
that may be flying at pattern altitude.  
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Landing Mooneys 

by Phil Corman  

 

We have received several letters, some from new Mooniacs, on how we recommend landing our 
aƻƻƴŜȅǎΦ  hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
straightforward.  In our view, a couple of things make 
Mooney landings more interesting.  The first is the 
laminar wing.  [ŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴŜȅ ǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ 
for speed at cruise.  When we are landing, we are 
neither cruising or going for high speed.  In the final 
ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
be precise on our approach, flare, and touchdown 

speed. 

The second factor 
in good landings is 
the fact that we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŜƭ ƻǊ ƻƭŜƻ-strut landing gear.  All we have are 
those biscuits, sometimes known as donuts, which provide as 
ƳǳŎƘ ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ǇǳŎƪΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ 
these donuts will plunk your butt into the seat, and if your 
airspeed is too high, they will propel you back airborne. 

Here is the simple magic formula to perfect landings in your Mooney: 

V Start by making your approach on a stabilized 3o glide slope (Flaps, power, trim set) 
V Trim for approach speed and set your throttle for a 500 fpm descent.  Remember that your POH 

will show the stall speed at max gross weight.  Typically, you will not be at max gross weight.  A 
rule of thumb, (always relying on your POH), is to reduce your stall speed by 5kts for each 300 lbs 
under gross.  If you fly 1.3 x VSo when you are light, then you will float into the next county during 
your flare.  Know your numbers. 

V Optionally, trim up as you approach the runway to lighten the required yoke back pressure.  For 
me, this makes the roundout and flare much easier.  But remember, if you execute a go-around, 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘǊƛƳΦ 

V Once you are sure of your touchdown zone and in the runway environment, you 
can pull the throttle to idle.  Maintain your airspeed with attitude. 

V tŜǊŎŜǇǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ƎƻŜǎ άǿƛŘŜέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ 

flaring.  When this happens, remove all power and hold back pressure on the 

yoke.  Never pull back with any alacrity.  Arrest a high sink rate with a little 

power.  Then gently apply more back pressure as you near touchdown.  The 

nose is never very high in a good Mooney landing.   

Mooneys 
simply make 
better pilots 
out of you by 
forcing you to 
be more 
precise and 
on the 
numbers. 
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As Fall Arrives 
11 Things to Consider 

 
мύ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴ LCw CƭƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
count on lower freezing levels and possible 
icing  
¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 
will vanish and more and more  Icing AIRMETS and SIGMETS 
will appear. 
 

2) Better performance in the cooler weather  
Density altitude will decrease and that means shorter takeoff 
rolls and better climb rates. If you're flying a carbureted 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊō ƛŎŜΦ 
 

3)  Earlier sunsets 
LǘΩs time to think of night landing currency if you plan 
to carry passengers at night. FAR 91.57 says you must 
have logged three landings to a full stop from at night; 
one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise. 
 

4) It will take longer to warm the oil 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƻƛƭŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
run-up pad, your oil temp was ready for takeoff. Now, it will take longer 
to get your oil warm enough for a run-up.  

 

5) Bird migration 
If you have a close encounter with birds, let ATC know so they 
can inform other pilots. 
 
 

6) Survival gear 
Consider how comfortable you would be if you had to overnight 

in your plane in the middle of October? Make sure you have warm clothes and boots with you. 
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7) Preheating 

²ŀǊƳ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎǊŀƴƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿŀǊƳΦ bh¢9Υ LŦ ȅƻǳ 
run the battery down in freezing temps, be sure to charge it immediately.  
Taxiing in Slush and Ice? Taxi slow. If slush is sprayed onto your gear, you can bet that it will 
freeze solid at altitude and you might have a problem getting the gear down when you land. 
 

8) Water in the fuel supply 
Water can freeze and block fuel lines, so keep the fuel tanks full to prevent water 
condensation. Change your fuel cap seals every year, and lubricate them often to 
keep them pliable. Your fuel caps have two O-rings: the small ring  that prevents 
water from leaking through the shaft and the large ring that seals the outer perimeter 
of the cap. Mooney SB M20-229A recommends that owners lubricate the O-rings 
with Tri-Flow Oil. It can be purchased online or at most bicycle shops. 
Also, make sure that the fuel selector operates smoothly. 

 

9) Switch tanks every 30 minutes 
If ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƻǊ ŦǊŜŜȊŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳŜƭ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 
 

10) Ice and Frost  

Ice can melt in the control surface hinges and re-freeze. 
Ensure that antennas, probes, and access doors are firmly 
attached. Make sure the top of each wing and tail is free of ice, 
both visually and by touch. Clear ice can be very hard to see, 
but a tactile inspection with a flashlight can find it. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǎƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōƭƻǿ ƻŦŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 
frost on an airfoil slows the air flow and can prevent an aircraft 
from becoming airborne. Even if you manage to make it off 

the ground, your aircraft could stall in the climb. 
 

11) Carbon Monoxide  
If your CO-DETECTOR inner circle turns dark, or if you detect 
the odor of exhaust or feel drowsy, dizzy, or have a headache 
while using the heater, you should 
suspect carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Turn the heater off. Trust me, better 
cold than dead.  
  

http://www.mooney.com/en/sb/M20-229A.pdf



































